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Theological Discussion. 
ee ___._. From the Millennial Harbinger: 
- No. 16---Mr. Campbell to Mr. Skinner. 

_ Bernany, Va., January 15th, 1838. _ 
_ Smr—This morning by our. regular 
mails, yours from Richmond; of the 21st 
‘ult. came to hand. My last of the 6th De- 
cember, it seems, reached you, and was 
Considered by you, and your reply written 
fifteen days from its date; while yours 
en one month, ‘lécking six days, in 
ma its appearance here from the time 


it was written. _ These twentv-five days 
~ added to the fifteen, make 40 as the short- 


est interval between dates; and still worse, 


it now only wants two days of two montlis, 


since you wrote the preceding letter to me. 
It is dated Nov. 13. And now you very 
politely tell me it must be so; that your 
friend, from his peculiar and exclusive ho- 
nesty, suppose, shall first print them; for 
you dare not permit me to have your man- 
uscript. Aind so, nolens volens, you will 
give me six letters per annum, and prolong 
the controversy some two years from this 
date. A very honest and profitable scheme 
truly, for a Magazine, and such other Uni- 
versalian papers as raised the wind and 
- took subscribers during the war! 

2- 1 begin to think that F have equal 
right to be heard on this subject, and to say 
what shall be: and I now tell you that the 
present volume of the Harbinger must close 

the discussion, unless you furnish a letter 
every month in proper time for its pages. 
My contemplated absence from home, to 
_ gay nothing of decorum, or a decent re- 
spect to my readers, imposes upon me this 
duty. I therefore timous!y inform you 
that you are not at liberty to trifle with us 
as you please. We shall now see what in- 
terest you feel in conducting this discus- 
sion to its proper close according to our 


agreement. On the present principle of 


courtesy to public opinion, yeu may next 


jyou a very fortunate alternative; for 
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go to Cuba, or the south of France, and 
thence despatch us two letters per annum! 

3. Were it allowable to form an opinion 
from your last two letters, this will be to 
you 
seem to have got pretty well through with 
argument. Your first long letter writ- 
ten before the preliminaries were 
agreed on, seems to have exhausted your 
resources. You then proved all your pro- 
positiotis, and disproved all mine in the 
lump! . 

You unceasingly tell us, indeed, of my 
“assumptions” and “‘assertions;” of your ha- 
ving ‘“‘proved” this and that, of my having 
“proved nothing;” until; as a matter of 
course, we now expect to see these words 
once or twice on every pages Your com- 
positors; one might presume, will have 
found it economical to keep these words 
LMP US se SBA oly AdoReTBragRanh: 
and of our our “ill humor,” that I begin to 
doubt whether you have any humor, ‘or 
whether you are not a Universalian ossifi~ 
cation of the type of Clarke, of Museum 
reputation, who lived some time after his 
eyes and ears and outward flesh were con- 
verted into bone, 

5s I regret tonotice in your last, farther 
indications of the same unfortunate weak- 
ness heretofore complained, of. The per- 
vérsions and misrepresentations scattered 
over this letter, 1 shall briefly notice, as a 
caution to our readers. You represent me, 
paragraph 7, as assuming that ‘temporal 
punishments were merely the sanctions of 
the Jewish dispensation.” This is not 
fact. You next bring up the case of Ana- 
nias and Sapphira, the Corinthians, etc., 
against a position which I never held. My 
words are, “Neither Jesus nor his apostles 
did at any time threaten temporal, phtysie- 
al; or corporeal punishment to those who 
disobeyed the gospel. These are not sanc- 
tions of the gospel. Such incidents are 
common to all dispensations. Hence my 
sixth argument in proof, that Gehenna in 
the lips of Jesus, did not mean temporal 
punishment when he spoke ofan after death 
destruction of sow} and body in hell, or of 
the disobedient being cast into hell, the 
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6. In paragraph 8th you say that, by 
my own showing, Matth. v, 22, “Gehenna 
fire is threatened by Jestis as a tempora 
punishment as a sanction of the gospel.” 
You refer to my note on Matth. v; 82. 
This is not fact; I never saidso. In that 
note I only say that ‘Jesus alluded” to this 
and other punishments to convey certain 
instructions to his disciples: I appeal to 
the whole note taken together. Will you 
lay it before your readets ? 

7. I will only add another sample. Our 
readers must examine for themselves, In 
paragraph 12 you say I am “at last reluct- 
antly compelled” (by your gigantic force, 
I presume,) “to allow that the precise 
sense of these words is to be gathered from 
the connexion in which they ate found.” 
This is an unequivocal misrepresentation, 
All my regular readers know that many 


years since, and again and again, I have 


of interpretation of all words. : 

8. Before I call up the grand coneos: 
sion in your epistle, I will notice two or 
three minor points, You assert, para- 
graph 9, that the ‘everlasting dostruc- 
tion” mentioned in one of my quotations, 
2 Thess. i: 9, was a ‘temporal destruction 
long since executed of the transgressors 
mentioned.” This is no assumption, nor 
assertion, but a good logical argument! ! 
I call this a minor point; bet not the argu- 
ment which I shall yet, all things concur- 
ring, draw from it. Before you, Sir, will 
prove that “the everlasting destruction’ 
here spoken of is past, the English lan- 
guage will cease to be spoken—grammary, 
logic, history, and the Bible will have dis-- 
appeared among men—and Atheism will 
have gained the ascendant. 

9: The doctrine of antithesis isalso as- 
sailed in the same paragraph. My doe. 
trine‘of antithesis is that of the schools. It 
is this: ‘The words cn both sides of an anté- 
thesis are taken in the sume ertent of mean- 
ing.” And my argument from it 1s, that 
as Gehenna or Hell, is by the Saviour 
placed in an antithesis. with eternal. lite; 
and everlasting punishment placed in anti- 
thesis wiih everlasting life, the words hell 
and everlasting life is of equal extent of 


everlasting fire—remains in all itestrength. {meaning o both sides of the antitheste, 


a 
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Matt. xxv: 46.—These shall go away into 
everlasting life, and these into everlasting 
punishment. 

10. Instead of examining the doctrine 
of antithesis, or of exposing any misappli-| 
cation of iv in this case? Again you as- 
sert, “It would make incorruptible crowns 
endless! It would make virtue and vice |. 
equal in duration, because opposed in cha- 
racter.” ‘There is not a freshman pupil 
in any school could talk more unintelligi- 
bly than you have here done. Is it a fact 
that you do not comprehend the doctrine 
of antithesis? Or do you feign ignorance, 
and speak thus foolishly for effect? Pro- 
dace an antithesis, and exemplify your ob- 
jections if you can. Youcan not. 1 will 
offer to your consideration some two or 
three, on which Universalists in former 
times often spoke with rapture as fine an- 
titheses, but without understanding the pas- 
sages:— 

11. By the offence of one, judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation; even 
so by the righteousness of One, the free 
gift came upon all men unto justification of 
life.” I ask, is not the “all men” on the 
on side, of the same extent with the ‘all 
men” on the other side? 

Again—"For as by one man’s disvbedi- 
ence the many were made sinners, so by 
the obedience of One, the many shall be 
made righteous.” 

Again—“by a man came death; by a 
man came also the resurrection of ths dead, 
For as in (or by) Adam all die; even so in 


ing of these passages; but whether the 
terms in antithesis aretaken in the same) 
extent of interpretation?. For you have op- 
posed the doctrine of antithesis, and it is 
for the doctrine { now contend. These 
shall go away into aiounion punishment, | 
and the righteous into aioonion. or ever- 
lasting life.” This I call -an antithesis- 
Or, it is better to enter into lif with one 
eye, or having twoeyes tobe cast into 
gehenna, or the everlasting fire.” These 
antithesis [ contend are pertect; and the 
terms must be of equa] extent on both 
sides. 

12. Your letter now under consideration 
leaves my last standing erect in unbroken 
strength. I strongly suspected it was in- 
vulnerable on your part. I am now confi- 
dent of it. On the words in dispute, I 
will henceforth regard it as a final. settle. 
ment of the whole question. JI boast not 
of my reasoning inthe matter; but of the 
strength of the facts and documents there- 


~ ‘THE GLAD TIDI 


NGS AND 


have acted so. (shall attempt to make 
this matter clarly apparent. 

13. After a very teeble and erroneous 
critique upon’azoon, you prepare for the 
avowal. You make aei the adverb, the 
root, aud the participle oon the adjunct. 
Thisno scholar can admit; for being the 
participle from the verb J am, is itself the 
root of eternity, as T AM is the name 
of Him that inhabiteth eternity. The 
word oon, without any adjunct, adverb or 
adjective, means without beginning or end; 
so that aet prefixed only makes a substan- 
tive of simple duration without regard to 
person or thing. Ivis the participle of the 
substantive verb which indicates absolute 
existence; I say, after a powerless attempt 
to annihilate the “significance of the only 
word in the Greek language that in both 
its parts, always, and being, represents 
endless duration, you make the grand con- 
cession that your theology is your philolo- 
gy, or, in other words, you practically, 
and in fact declare, that your own concep- 
tions of what is becoming, is the sovereign 
arbiter and interpreter of Scripture lan- 
guage! ! 

14, My last epistle has, it seems, abund~ 
antly satisfied you on the words of my se- 
cond proposition. You have at last got 
Hebrew and Greek references and criti- 
cisms to satiety. You unequivocally tell 
me that were I “to find aioon, aioonios, 
and olem, 6000 times in their various forms 
and flexions in the Old Testament, and the 


New, and out of that number 5900 times 
> 


puligdde Sole Ad ppiseREHE GOR ss Land. 


so;) “yet if inthe other hundred they were 
applied to a variety of things of short du- 
ration, and which from their nature could 
not be endless, I would not have gained 
one step towards establishing endless pun- 
ishment fromthe force of them; unless I 
proved by something else that punishment 
must be endless.” So endeth the second 
proposition. Markit well. I have virtu- 
ally —nay, I have almost in the same ra- 
tios, done what you: have saia; and you 
tell me it avails nothing, for [ must prove 
eternal punishment by something else than 
by the meaning of these words. ‘This con- 
summates all that I said from the begin- 
ning. Yet this concession refleets no great 
honor on your wisdom and sincerity in 
constraining a controversy about words 
which you now say if they were found 59 
times to mean endléss duration, for once 
any thing else, you would not, on such a 
demonstration, admit there was any thing 
gained, unless I could prove the point from 


in displayed and arranged, and of the evi- 
dence and weight of the inference deduced 
and submitted to you and my readers. 
Your conclusions and treatment of it now 
authorize me to say, that I do most can- 
didly and seriously believe it to be, by 
yourself or any other Universalist, wholly 
unanswerable. Ifyou reply that you do 
not think so, the sequel will show that you | 


some other source of reasoning than the 
words of inspiration. Why, then, did 
you not tell us so at first, and save so much 
labor !—1 

16. I cannot, however, but congratu- 
late myself, even now in the midst of all. 
the toils you have heaped upon me, and of 
all the hard things you have said to me, 
that I have se-soon gat through with the 
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drudgery of proving my second proposition. 
I did not, indeed, flatter myself that at so 
early a period I could extort from you so. 
full a concession in fact, I never did, in 
any of my discussions, promise myself the 
pleasure of converting my opponent, infi- 
del or professor, or of even, constraining 
him to admit that I proved a single posi- 
tion; and less, an advocate of a doctrine so 
palatable to sinners as that of Universal. 
ism; and still less in the case of an oppo- 
nent so bold and reckless as yourself, I 
can not but regard it asa singular proof of 
what f before said of the peculiar impoten- 
cy of the cause you plead, and of the little 
honor I could promise myself from the 
fullest refutation of it. a cee Shee 
17. 1 conjectured, indeed, that all this 
was in your heart from the beginning: for 
I imagined that your objection to eternal 
punishment arose, not from the lack of evi- 
dence in the words gekennu, olem, or 
aioonios, etc., but from its supposed incon- 
gruity with, or contradiction of, your @ — 
priori theory of the nature of sin, the di- 
vine benevolence, or the guod of the uni. 
verse. In some cases 1 have reason- to 
think opposition to this tremendous conse-. 
quence of sin, arises from heart burnings 
against the notion of punishment. Some 
of this class having turned Universalists, 
have been known, on finding its foundations 
giving way, to turn sceptics, and even to 
become like Abner Kneeland, antitheists, 
atheists, or panthessts. a 
18. If you, Sir, with all your: 


would stake fifty-nine to one,.or fi 
jrould st to one hundred on your-theory- 


against fact, or on your theology against. 
vhilology, what shall we think of the da- 
ring efforts of less virtuous persons! You — 
must know that the words God, Lord, hea-- 
ven, Salvation, life, death, etc. etc., are of- — 
ten, very often, used figuratively; and that- 
there is not an adjective, I mean a com. 
pound adjective, one ofthe same construc- 
tion, of such frequent occurrence in the 
Bile, more uniformly rendered by one — 
word than A1oontos; (your inapposite and 
uncompounded Kaxos and sopuos fully pro- 
ved what you sought to disprove by them;) 
yet you would risk 5900 to 100 for your 
opinion against fact! |! : 
19. The reason why you made this can. 
did concession, nor the value and extent of 
it, I presume does not yet appear to all. — 
That it may be understood in its cause and — 
tendencies, I request our readers to consi- 
der paragraphs 10, 18, 19, 20, 23, and 25, _ 
of my last letter to you, and your notices — 
of these paragraphs. He may then see _ 
the delusion, may I call it? of your species : 
of Universalism. It admits that God is 


aloonros—that his perfections are AIoon- 


1os—that his praise is aloonros—and that 
the punishment of the wicked is Atoontos;_ 


yet that the four first are endless, and the 


latter momentary, though all expressed in _ 
Hebrew, Greek, and English, by the same 
word. fe a ee 


Gir, tofreflect upon the ground assumed in} 


Di Ae ye Seen. omen arareeerae 


20. Why this inconsistency? I be- 
sought you, Sir, two or three times, not to 
slur this matter again; I laid it before you 


time after time, in its length and breadth, | 


until in your 19th paragreph you make the 
grand avowal—you disclose the secret. 
The thing of endless punishment cannot 
he proved to you by any iules of language 
or: philology; for you say: 1. ‘It is useless” 
—2. “Absolutely pernicious”—3. ‘Dis- 
honorable te God”—4. “Opposed to infi- 
nite benevolence’—5. “To mercy”’—6. 
“To wisdom”—7. “To power”—8. “To 
justice’ —9. “To the veracity of God’— 
10. “To the general voice of revelation” — 
“Therefore,” you say, “endless punishment 
cannot be true.” ‘T'his is the triumph of 
theology over philology! 
21. It is not yetin order for me to ful- 
low you into your philosophical ambush; but 
I have no doubt your philosophy will be 
found as superficial and as palpable at fault 
as your philology. I would not be surpri- 
sed, (mind I state it now,) if when we get 
upon these points, you would flee away 
again to the mountains of philology ag af- 
fording more shade than the fertile plains 
_of your philosophy. At the present the 
matter stands thus:—Mr. Skinner thinks 
_ that everlasting punishment is useless, per- 
- nicious, dishonorable, unwise, unjust, un. 
meciful, &c.’ Therefore, though everlast- 
--ing, and eternal, and endless, were found in 
the Bible 5900 times in all their force, and 
one hundred times only in a part of it, he 
would balance; yes, overbalance the differ- 
ence, and annihilate the force of these 
words by one single “I think.” 
_ 22. Will it: avail any thing with son} 


this avowal. You have assumed that unt- 
versal language possesses no word which 
can eternize a subject unless the subject 
be in its own nature. eternal without it. 
You go so far as to allege that the word 
AzooNtos, when applied to God, could not 
by his own power of meaning, assure us of 
his eternity, unless we found other reasons 
in himselt giving to it that meaning. So 
of the happiness of the righteous. Not 
finding these reasons in your philosophy of 
punishment, the word ArooNios, or ever- 
lasting, prefixed to it, means momentary, 
or limited; just because you think it ‘use- 
less, pernicious, unjust, etc. etc. In your 
philology all adjectives are cyphers. A 
cypher placed after 9 means 90; but placed 
before 1 means 1-10th of a unit. 

23. Again, as there is no special law 
passed in the commonwealth of letters in 
favor of the atoomios, it must be by virtue 
of the common Jaw of adjectives and ept- 
thets that it has no meaning of its own. 
This must be true ofall adjectives. They 
all, from your theory of language, derive 


Lishment? 
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jmeaning.” Thus happiness eternal, means 


endless; and punishment eternal, means 
momentary. = 

24, As you are safely moored, I will tell 
you where f may be found: Where I bade 
Mr. Montgomery adicu. 


the mind are used figuratively; words that 
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‘adjectives have a literal or common, and a| &fce and-support to error. 
figurative or less common meaning. Words|%¥ch cannot be doubted—I am pained to 
that belong to the body, when applied to|S4yit—they are numerous. And now, 
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WHY NOT GIVE IT YOUR INFTUENCE 
This question 1 address to all those whe: 
profess to beleive the truth of God; that ho 
will have all men to be saved, and come to 
the knowledge of the truth ,but still do no- 


All nouns andj thing for its spread, and give their influ- 


That there are 


-Erethren, what shall we say to you? Can 


belong to the mind, when applied to the| ¥@ do better than to point out one or two 


body must also be used only in a part of| f the evils of your course? 


their signification; words that belong to 
things temporal when applied to subjects 
in another state are used figuratively, in 
more or less than their common significa- 
tion. This universal and immutable law 
of language, not made for any special case, 
exolains satisfactorily that when I say, ‘He 
isan endless talker, an eternal trouble, an 
everlasting nuisance’ I use these words, 


1. You are very inconsistent. You are 
supporting a doctrine that is as directly 
‘opposed to truth as light is to darkness; 
one at war with what you believe, and 
which you should know has beea the course 
of ages—I mean endless suffering. You 
believe this to be false,and that universal 
salvation is the truth of God—why then 
countenance the former? It is your sol-~ 


figuratively, and not in their proper signi- 
fication. 


25. You have said you believe in pun- 


ishment after death, in another state of be- | 


ing, and have referred me to a document 
that I never saw. Will your co-editor 
please send me a copy ‘of said future pun- 
I am pleased to find, on your tes- 
timony, that you believe ‘in future post 
mortem punishment.” I trust it is not in 
what some call absolute destruction—the 
everlasting punishment ofa few of my_ac- 
quaintance, who affect to think that Nero, 
Caligula, and Judas Iscariot will be doom- 
ed to the eternal destiny of a dove or a 
lamb! for surely if absolute destruction be 
everlasting punishment, the greatest wretch 
7's ean een tes See eee Oe Dae s An ae i 
go into the same everlasting punishment. 
26. I hope you have. not found a Pro- 
testant Purgatory; though you speak a good 
deal like it—about punishment leading men 
to repentance, whose icy hearts the love of 
God could not melt: these, you believe with 
Bishop Purcell and the Pope, may be 
melted in the penal fires of Purgatory. I 
am anxious to learn your theory of future 
punishment. _ Excuse mefor my unbelief. 
I think when it comes ¢@/ be examined it 
will be found to be rathéf a lunar hoax. 


27. Lastly, I. am now ready to hear} 
from you on the third proposition. Your 
grand avowal and concession, and your ha- 
ving introduced ten arguments philosophi- 
cal and theclogical, will, I have no doubt, 
be fully satisfactory to our. readers that 
enough has been already said on that sub. 
ject to satisty every candid person under 
heaven. You catago doubt despatch your 
proposition <p apax legomeuon, or 
the word that. ound once in the Greek 


emn duty, which you owe to yourself and 
the world, not only to disown the name, — 
but take from it all your influence; for re- 
collect, that while you.are supporting that 
you are virtually endeavoring to put down 
what you believe to be truth. 

2, Your influence is bad. If professors 
will not stand forth in defence ofthe faith 
once delivered to the saints, who will? If 
they hide their light; will not darkness 
cover the land? You discourage those who 
would otherwise act with zeal in the work. 
Your coldness dampens their ardor, and 
your inattention to its interests is a stumb- 
ling-block in their way. And I verily be- 
lieve that they would do much more, ifyou 
had never named the name of Universal- 
ee ie COMA RONESS 
lieve, are a burden to the cause. We have 
not room to say more—we may introduce 
the subject again. In the meantime, we. 
call upon every professor of the final eman- 
cipation of our race from sin and misery, 
in the name.of all that is good, to come out 
and show their colors, and fight manfully 
under them; and henceforward, be consist- 
ent, be honest, in the avowal of your opin- ~ 
ions; be zealous in their defence, and then 
you will be respected of men, and blessed 
by God.—Star in the West. 

CERES SS 
DEVOTION. 

Devotion is the act of the minc, by 
which we cheerfully and heartily give up, 
and bind ourselyes to the service of God, 
from a pure and fervent love to him as the 
Parent and supreme Governor of the Uni- 

erse. 

Gentle reader, hast thou ever felt that 
love to God, thy Maker and Friend, which 
has made it thy highest felicity to love and 


| 


Testament, in one letter: though you can 
have five if you please. Meanwhile, I 
forewarn you that 1 will not, after your 


their meaning from the substantives with 
with which they stand. In your, new 
grammar, ‘‘A substantive isa word added 
to an adjective to express some quality be. 
longing to it, or to give it a particular | 


q 


concessions, have much more of a logoma- 
ehy. From words to things we must as- 


‘cénd, Controversially yours, 


A. CAMPBELL. — 


praise him? If thou hast not, permit me 
most affectionately, to invite thee to ascend 
with mein the ‘chariot of divine contem- 
| plation, near the throne of Jehovah; and 
when, as yet, the world was not created, 
let us with the profoundest reverence con- 
template him, with the infinite benevolent 
plans of creation, providence, aud redemp- 


It i th, that dead, cold beliey- 
Tt is a truth, that dead, ¢ eles eS 


tion before him; and the whole look of fu- 
turity open to the EyK of his prescience: 
when his immutable and uncreated love 
moved him graciously to create this vast 
world, and to irradiate it with the splendor 
of his goodness; when he first. invested 
man with intelligence, and impressed upon 
him the Divine Image; when he instituted 
the beneficient operations of his universal 
providence, and laid deep the foundations 
of the final “restitution of all things,” 
from the lapses of sin and death to the 
raptures of eternal glory, which God hath 
spoken by the mouth of all his holy proph- 
ets, since the world began; and then I am 
persuaded thou wilt with sacred fervor ex- 
claim, never—never before did my heart 
so melt within me! never before did it con- 
ecive of such majestic power! such bounds 
less wisdom! such exhuberant goodness! 
such overflowing fountains of salvation! 
Never befure did I feel, that I could no- 
where else be happy but in the service of 
God; but now, I can feelingly say his pres- 
ence is my heaven! whom have I in heay- 
en but thee? and there is none upon earth 
that I desire beside thee,’ O my God! 
now do I indeed know and feel true devo- 
tion. 

Sc A ee ener a neem anc | 

THE GLAD TIDINGS. 

————— 


8. A. DAVIS, Editor. 


PITTSBURGH, MAY 5, 1838. 


(3 It is probable that the publication of the 
Glad Tidings will be euspepded until the, com- 


eourse of a few weeks. 


We have several communications on hand, 
which will receive proper attention on the re- 
- turn of the Editor. 


Aaency.—Will Daniel T. Denman of Mon- 
mouth, Warren Co. Ill., act as agent for the 
Glad Tidings in his vicinity. - 


LETTER FROM THE EDITOR. 
Sprinariziy, Clark Co. O., April 25. 

Br. Torrey—I arrived in this flourishing 
town last evening, after a tedious ride of about 
30 hours from Cincinnati, ‘The roads between 
this place and that city are almost impassable 
owing tothe late rains. The stage conveyance, 
both for mail and passengers, is mostly in open 
wagons, which go, sometimes one side up, and 
sometimes the other. I preached last Sunday, 
in Cincinnati, both morning and evening. The 
eause isin avery flourishing condition there. 
Br. West has been an instrument in the hand of 
God, of doing a great work in that city; and the 
friends who have co-operated with him, are enti- 
tled to mach praise for their perseverance and 
liberality. Their church is well fitted up, and 
will hold about six hundred persons—it is usu- 
ally filled with devout listeners. On last Sun- 
day-night, it was said that more than one hun- 
dred went away for want of room. Thcy have 
an excellent choir uf sinzers, said to be oqual, if 
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| precepts which it incaleates. 


not superior, to any in thecity. Notwithstand- 
ing all I had heard in praise of the Society in 
Cincinnati, I was disappointed; the half had 
not been told me. May the Great Head of eo 
Church continue to prosper ther. 

‘The prospects in this place are also encoura- 
ging. Their new meeting house is nearly com. 
pleted, and is to be dedicated the 25th of July. 
The building is of brick, 40 by 50 feet, with a 
basement, and singing gallery. The style is 
plain, but neat and convenient. This work has 
been accomplished by the zeal and liberality of 
a very few friends—one man, Mr. John Winn, 
having given one thousand dollars. Father 
Winn is aged,and infirm in body, but in faith 
he is strong, and I hope he may live to enjoy 
many times of refreshing from the presetice of 
the Lord, in that house which he has aided in 
building. 

Br. George Messenger is pastor of the Society 
in this place, by whose judicious labors, I have 
no doubt, the present small number will be in- 
creased to a large and flourishing Society. 

I have not been to Dayton, as I expected, but 
I learn that the cause 1s very prosperous there. 
Br. Manford, whose labors have been highly 
blest there, is about to leave, but I hope the Se- 
ciety will not remain long destitute. — 

The prospects are indeed good in most places 
in this section of the state, and all that now 
seems to be wanting, is more faithful and judi- 
cious preachers. I verily believe that fifty more 
might find constant employment, and be well 
supported in this state. My sheet is full, and I 
must close. I go from here to Columbus, where 
I shall probably write you again. 
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2 S. A, Davis. 
OUR DOCTRINE. 

We often hear the remark, that “ Universal- 
ism is decreasing, it is running down, and that 
in a few years there will be scarcely any vota- 
ties of that cause in America.” But, my _par- 
tialist friends, before being so hasty in making! 
the above assertion, I would ask you to reflect 
for awhile upon the first introduction of 
Universalism into America, by John Mur- 
ray, in the year 1770, and trace its gradual 
progress up to the present time; and you will 
discover that in the short space of 67 years from 
the time when there was only a solitary indivi- 
dual fearlessly proclaiming its heavenly truth, 
it has spread its joyful influence from the At. 
lantic to the Pacific, cheering the hearts of 
thousands who embrace the glorious and divine 


John Murray, the 
father of Universalism in America, first preach- 
ed near Cranberry Inlet, on the coast of New 
Jersey; from thence, he went to New York and 
preached to large congregations with great ef- 
fect; and at first his labors were confined to New 
York city and its neighborhood; and while there 
he received an invitation to visit the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, which he accordingly did, where he 
was met with strong opposition. 
years in New York, Philadelphia, and the prin. 


led from one eines to aie over the country, 
preaching the “glad tidings of great joy, that 
shail be unto all people, that God is good unto 
all and his tender mercies are over all his works, 
and that he will have all men to be saved and 
come unto a knowledge of the truth.” 

The first Society of Universalists in America, 


was formed in Gloucester on the Ist of January, ps 


1779, under the pastoral charge of Mr. Murray, 
and in 1780, they succeeded in completing a 
church, in which they met and listened with 
rapture to the werds of trnth, which were spo- 
ken by their beloved minister, “who was settled — 
as one of them, receiving no reward, save the 
supply of his wants,” and the pleasure of wit. ; 
nessing the effect of his labors. 

Now, you behold: that oply 57 years ago, 
there was but one Universalist Society in Ameri- 
ca, and but few Universalists; - -but look at the 
state of the cause at this time, observe the ad- 
vancemement which it has made within a few — 
years, and you will never again make the false 
assertion that it is decreasing; but on the other 
hand you will observe thatit does increase in 
proportion faster than any other denomination. — 
For the purpose of rendering some information 
upon the progress of Universalism, we will show 
the increase effected within one year: there were _ 
in the year 1836, inthe United States-and ter- 


-ritories, 310 preachers, 663 Societies, and 245 


meeting houses of the Universalist order; andin 
1837 there were 881 preachers, 722 Societies, 
and 294 mceting houses: making an increase 
of 71 preachers, 59 societies, and 49 meeting 
houses. On the first of January 1838, there 
were 401 preachers, 752 Societies, and 313 


TUCCULY IiVUUSESe 

The glorious doctrine of God’s eternal TRUTH 
does increase, and will continue to, in the same . 
ratio as mental darkness is removed from the 
minds of men. The strong holds of superstition 


_and ignorance will dwindle away into mere no- 


thingness, before the inyigorating rays: of gos-~ 
pel light, and men will, ere long, be brought ta 

a knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. And 

now, brother partialist, let me never again hear — 
thee make the false assertion that ‘Universalism 
is decreasing,” for recollect that “thou shouldst 

refrain thy tongue from evil, and thy lips that 

the y speak no guile.” Let nothing but truth 

and known facts, proceed from thy meuth. 

HipTe 


The Atonement—Ne. 2. 

(1.) “God is love;”” his love is infinite; (2) he 
is unchangeable, “of one mind,” “without. vari- 
ableness, or shadow of turning,” “the same yes- 
terday, to-day, and forever;” (8) therefore, he 
ean never be wrathful towards his children for 
any cause—a vicarious atonement to the cece: 
ry notwithstanding. But, 

(3.) The atonement was designed to save. men 
from endless torment, 2 

We would suggest to our particulist brethren: 


He spent two whether it would not be better for them, to be 


considered, first to establish the point, whether 


cipal towns around, and between those cities; af-| men were ever exposed to endless torment, be- 


ter which he visited New England, and travel. 


| fore they seck to establish the doctrine, that a 


from it? This begging of the question we can- 
not approve. 


Let us inquire—How came men exposed to 


endless torment? It is answered—By o, trans-| p) 
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vicarious atonement is necessary to save them| from an infraction of moral law, 


which infrac- 
tion is occasioned by the lust of the flesh, or 
the law of the members. 

The sentiment which I am laboring to esta- 
ish may be opposed on the’ ground that it 


gression of the law uf God. But here the posi-| does not accord with man as a progressive be, 
tion, taken for granted, should be. proved, i.e ing. But we should always remember that 


that the penalty affixed to- 
endless torment. We deny this, and it there- 
fore becomes the very question of dispute, 
must not be taken for granted, 
conceded, it would plunge the partialist, only 
the deeper into difficulty.” Let it be admitted 
that men, by consequence of a violation of the 
law—and this is the only possible sense in which 
man can sin—have incurred a penalty of end- 
less torment, and they must receive it, if the 
Bible be true—and this the partialist will not de- 
ny. To the proof. Now let the proposition be 
understood—it follows—If the penalty of the 
Divine Law demand ceaseless torments, the 
transgressor must receive it. Very well. Says 
the Book: “God will by no means clear the guil_ 
ty;” again—“The wicked shall not be unpun- 
ished;” again—“the soul that sinneth it shall 
-die’” The point is clear; what men deserve 
they must receive; God will by no means clear 
them. Friend partialist, canst thou deny this? 
I should believe not. ( 

Now, friendly reader, do but behold the God of 
partialism. 

(i.) Behold him forcing into existence, the 
great family of man, without their knowledge 
or consent. (2.) Behold him making the law, 
under which he places all, and affixing to it the 
penalty of ceaseless’ torment, which he knows 
all will violate, declaring that he will by no 
means clear the guilty—thus involving all in 


- the general ruin—behold ali this! But (3,) look 
again. What now do you behold? An infi- 


_ nitely wise and all-powerful God, knowing the 


end from the beginning, in difficuliy, and con- 
triving a way to extricate himself. What now. 
can be done? His word has gone forth. His 
veracity is pledged, his characteris at stake— 
he has said he will by no means clear the guilty— 
he beholds all involved in the general ruin. 

~ Oh! what willhe do? Must all go down to 
hell and weep and wail eternally? But his word 
is pledged—his veracity is at stake—he says he- 
will by no means clear the guilty—will he ap 
point a means? Yes! orthodoxy declares he has 
appointed Christ as a means to clear the guilty; 
and thus does the inconsistent doctrine dishonor 
the All-wise and good Creator. E. R. C. 

ie (To be continued.) 


FUTURE RETRIBUION.—NO. 2. 


BY REV. J. WHITNEY. 


The subject of a fut ure state should not be 


contemplated except in connexion with an im- 
mortal constitution, since all things in the 


the law 1s that of gradual progress in the plan of our Creator is 


nothing but a general principle, and that gene- 


De! and | ral principle admits of many exceptions. The 
But if it were | .. ; 


sparation of the wheat from the chaff is an in- 
stantaneous operation, and the eame may be 
said of many phenominas in nature and provi- 
dence. I recollect the story of an eminent 
artist who had just completed a picture of un- 
common merit, and was stepping backward to- 
ward the verge ofa mighty precipiee, so intent- 
ly fixed upon the beauties of the work as to be 
unconscious of his location. A friend of his 
who was standing near the painting observed 
the danger he was in, and as the only alterna. 
tive he caught up a large brush and spoiled the 
picture at a single dash. 
an eye the artist sprang forth to save the work 
and to punish the offender; but the moment that 
the truth was brought to bear upon his under- 
standing, his bitterness of feeling was trans- 
formed into forgiveness and gratitude. One 
change is all that I am contending for, but in 
the simile before us there are two effected in a 
single moment. ae : 

In the present world man is clothed with an 
earthly tabernacle, but in the resurrection state 
he is to have an organization that is heavenly 
and incorruptible. Here the influence of truth 
is received through the medium of flesh but 
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its operations. ‘This being the case, is it not 
fair to infer that truth will operate as power. 
fully in the future state as it does in this?’ The 
evil things which dwell in the flesh have pre- 
vented a ‘clear discovery of the truth, but this 
corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put onimmortality. 

Should tt now be argued that. an _instantane- 
ous change at death would destroy the identity 
of an individual, it may be remarked that iden- 
tity does not always depend upon a resemblance, 
There ate many animate objects in nature, be- 
tween the two or more states of which, there 
is but little analogy. The silk worm might be 
instanced to establish the truth of this position. 
It changes from one form to another assuming 
a variety of aspects, but still retaining a con- 
stitution adapted to the sphere for which it is 
designed, And as it regards our own organi- 
zation, when we reflect on the present condi- 
tion of an enlightened mind, in contrast with 
what it was in a state of infancy, we find it diffi- 
cult to believe that there is nothing but two 
different states of the same intellectual and 


economy of God m ust be adapted to the ele-| moral powers. 


men ts in which they are designed to move. If 


‘And should it be objected, that a change so 


In the twinkling of 


“we are to enjoy a future existence we must be | great, would be likely to destroy that remem- 
constituted accordingly, or the laws of the uni-| brance on which our ha»pinesss depends, let it 
verse will be subverted. Under the present|be observed that, our sufferings may be a 
dispensation it is found that sin and misery | means of subseqent enjoyment, without an en. 
are closely united, and that they both resul'| during knowledge of them dn our part. How 


LIST 


many calamities have we been called to oxperi- 
ence, which we cannot now remember. For us 
to lose a knowledge of these, docs by no means 
impair our felicity, and yet they are intended to 


result in good to usor to others about us. Ia 
order to constitute identify, a remembrance is 
no more essential than a resemblance. 
quite probable that the reader is ignorant of all 
that transpired in regard to himself last night 
during his hours of sleep; nevertheless, he has 
as much identity at this moment as he ever 
possessed. We have all forgotten what we were 
during our infancy and childhood, a:d yet our 
identity remains as perfect and complete as we 
could desire it in a state of immortal felicity. 
If then, we can have an identity and be happy — 
in this world without a remembrance of the 


It is 


past, is it not reasonable to suppose that we can 
possess the same in the future world without 


even a knowledge of the present life. Notwith- 
standing I am willing to admit that a recollec- 


tion of the present life will be retained by us in 
the immortal state, ifit will then be necessary 
to the constitution of happiness. 

From this it may be seen that I do not reject 
the idea of an identity after death, I am con- — 
tending for an identity, and that too, without el- — 
ther our present organization or a recollection 
ofsin and suffering, I am laboring for it 6n a 
principle, the correctness of which is demonstra- 
ted by experience and observation both. Future 
identity is what I have always desired, and it _ 
strikes me that happiness cannot be enjoyed 5 
without it. Itis a glorious thought that we 
shall'all be delivered from the infirmities of hu- — 


man nature, and be clothed upon with an in- 
curruptrureeay Il” TNS VAaTAaISe OF Od “to as. 


sociate eternally with those that have gone 
before us. : 


For the Glad Tidings. 
Br. Davis—The following letter from a mo- 
ther to her son, will sufficiently contradict the 
very trite remark, that “Universalists cure 
nothing about the Bible.” 


“IT would advise you, my son, te study the 
scriptures; make it a practice to devote daily a 
portion of your time, to this edifying and all 
important point, for it can dv you no harm, let 
your occupation be what it may through life, 
You are young, in the bloom of health and acti- 
vity, and every thing looks gay and cheerful 
around you, and now isthe time to Jay up e 
store of useful knowledge—be conversant with 
the Bible, it will prove a solace to youin decli- 
ning years. When fortune frowns, and friends 
forsake, tis then you can take thistreasure (the 
Bible) and press it to your bosom asa ‘pear! 
of great price,’’—it will give you joy and peace 
in believing, of which the world cannot deprive 
you,—if you mourn the loss of friends, in this 
book you find the words of comfort and conso- 
lation, for it points you to the kingdom of God, ~ 
where your departed . friends have gone, 
and where you too, must soon follow, there 
to unite with them in anthems of redeeming 
grace, where sin and sorrow can never come. 
O yes, ’tis a precious gift.” 
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FROM AN UNPUBLISHED 
SERMON. 
BY REV. H. P. SAGE: 

“By this we know that we love the children 
of Ged, when we love God and keep his com- 
mandments. For this isthe love of God that 
we keep his commandments; and his command- 
ments are not grievous.” ‘1 John, 5:2, 3. 

Our text gives us certain signs by which we 
may know when we or any of our fellow men 
love God, (viz:) when we fervently love his chil- 
dron, and earnestly seek todo them good. 

When we see a man pursuing the works of 
eharity and benevolence, doing good unto others, 
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, conso- 


EXTRACT 


ling the heart of the mourner, lifting up the 


bowed down, and pointing them to the infinite 
fountain of compassion and goodness, pouring 
the healing balm of gospelgrace into the broken 
and contrite heart of the sinner, instructing the 
ignorant and reclaiming the wandering; lifting 
the heavy burthens from the oppressed, breaking 
the shackles of bigotry and superstition, and 
giving liberty to the miserable captives of vice; 
in short, practicing the works of pure and un- 
defiled religion; dealing justly, loving mercy, 
and walking humbly before Gad. Doing to 
others as he would have others do unto him, thus 
showing that ha loves his brethren not in word 
eniy, but in deed, and in truth. Itis a sure 
sign that he Joves God. On the contrary, when 
we behold a man bound up with sordid avarice 
greedily seizing upon the wealth of others by 
overreaching bargains, shutting up his bowels 
of compassion from the poor and needy around 
him} instead of cultivating peace and harmony 
among his neighbors, endeavoring to foment the 
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discord among brethren, propagating falsehood, 
retailing ecandal, indulging in envy, backbiting, 
hetred, emulation and strife, I ask, in the lan. 
guage of the author of our teat, “How dwelleth 
the love of God in him?” It matters net what 
his profossions may be, or however zealously he 
may be attached to a particular church or par- 
ty. No matter how punctilious he may be in 
regard to the external duties of religious wor- 
vhip—whether he prays once, twice or three 
times a day, and manifests all the sanctity of a 
snint;—yea, If he be clothed in the habiliments 
of ministerial dignity, and stand upto instruct 
the peeple, #0 much the worse: ifhe be guilty 
of all, or any of the foregoing breaches of the 
eternal law of charity and brotherly love, he is 
a disgrace tothe name of christianity. He ig 
a hypocrite. Yea worse, (if possible) a liar: 
“For if any man say that he loves God,and hatett: 
hie brother, (says John) he is a liay. For he 
that loveth not his brother whom he hatA seen, 
bow can he love God whom he hath not s2en.” 

Again. De we see a person making great 
pretensions to piety and godliness, joining him- 
self to some branchjof Christ’s chuch, professing 
to believe the soul-delighting truths of the gos- 
pel, yet showing a countenance overcast with 
gloom and melancholy, that forces unpleasant 
feelings to arise in every heart with whom, in 
the relative duties of Jife he associates, we may 
take it for granted that love to God is a stran- 
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ger to his bosom. 
ligious experience, his assertions to the contra- 
ry notwithstanding. Our text instructs us that 
when we love the children of God we show the 
signs of love to him. But does that man love 
the children of God—his brethren, who carries 
about with him, in his lengthened visage, the 
marks of a gloomy and illiberal superstition, 
that causes all with whom he has intercourse to 
pity him? How much does such an one add 
to the stock of human happiness? Does he dif- 
fuse happiness through the friendly circle? Fol- 
iow him home to the bosom of his family. 
Does he there diffuse the light of cheerfulness, 
and joy through the little group? Net so. But, 
like a monk in his cell, he sits in sullen si- 


lence, broken only by vecasional groans, or 
harsh and ungenerous chidings. Spouse and 


children share the bitterness of his frowning 
brow, and angry words, if either should disturb 
his meditation. His children, growing up un- 
der this gloomy and rigid discipline, will be 
likely, in future life, to overleap the bounds of 
all restraint, and become scoffers at all religion, 
because of its scandalous abuse by their parent. 


| They will look upon it as a kind of unsocial, 


disagreeable and gloomy principle, fit only to 
be indulged by the monk in his cell, or the An- 
chovite in his cave. This kind of religion isas 
foreign from the spirit of the gospel, as dark- 
ness is from light. It savours too much of the 
philosophy of the Greeks, that required its dis- 
ciples to avoid the cultivation of the friendly 
feelings, to save themselves from the pains that 
would necessarily arise from the death, aliena- 
tion, or misfortune, of a beloved individual. In- 
deed it appears to be the same false philosophy, 
dressed up in the garb of religion.— 
it is the wané of social fire. 1 We morai 
Bohon Upas, that poisons the atmosphere of 
friendship and love, dries up the fountain of hu- 
man happiness, and blights the fairest fields of 
moral and social virtue. How ther dwelleth the 
love of God in the heart that shows its devasta- 
ting influence, on the countenance which spreads 
its poisonous effects through the social circle? 
The man who truly loves his fellow, and thus 
gives signs of love to God, is altogether a dift 
ferent charsctet. He is one whosecks to make 
society agreeable aud happy, by cultivating the 
spirit of friendship and union, in all his inter- 
course withthe world. Feeling that God is the 
friend and lover of all, cheerfulness ever sits 
smiling on his brow, and spreads its holy influ- 
ence through the company with whom he asso- 
ciates. The whole circle will be warmed and 
irradiated by its heavenly beams, love and joy 
will circulate from heart to heart, and human 
society be rendered pleasing and agreeable. 
Christian brethren; this is what the text re- 
quires of as us asthe marks by which it may be 
known that we love God. These are the traits 
in the character of the true disciple of Jesus 


Christ. Hence he says, “By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples if ye have love 


one for the other.” 
Again, By this, says our text, we know that 


we love the children of God when we love God 
and keep his commandments. How does that 
man know that he loves God, who lives in. the 
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It forms no part ot their re- | daily practice of profaning his holy name, blas- 


pheming his character, and speaking ill of his 
holy perfections? How does he love God who. 
lightly and irreverently calls upon him to wit- 
ness the truth of his assertion on every trifling 
occasion? “This is the love of God that we 
keep his commandments.” The Savior saye, 
“Swear not at all; neither by heaven for it is 
God’s throne, neither by the earth for it is his 


‘footstool, neither shalt thou swear by thy head 


for thou canst not make one hair white or black. 
But let your communication be yea, yea, and 
nay, nay; for whatsoever is more than these 
cometh of evil.” Hae'who calls on God to wit- 
ness the truth of what he says, in a light and 
irreverent manner, or on common occasions 
confirms what he says by an oath, very soom 
loses the confidence of his neighbors. The wise 
and reflecting part of community at least are 
soon led to doubt his honesty. And for this 
plain reason. It shows that he distrust him-— 
self, And when a man doubts his own honesty, 
is it not prudent {for others to be on their guard? 
To whom would we the soonest trust the nego- 
siation of Important business which required 
secrecy and fidelity in its performance? Were 
we jurors, on whose testimony should we place 
the most weight in making up our verdict? He ~ 
who, suspicious of his own integrity, is induced, 
on trifling occasions, to appeal to the Supreme 


Being, to witness thetruth of his assertions? 


or the one who, on the contrary, considers his 
word as sacred as his oath, who loves honesty 
for honesty*s sake, and has confidence to believe 
you think more of his word than of his oath ta-. 
ken in a light and unbecoming manner? I have 


read somewhere an idea to thia effect. Man is 
false av Woot If he Matters, boware of him, 


But ifhe swears, he surely will deceive you. 
A rogue is sure to swear he 13 an honest man. 
This is the first step the villain takes who wish- 
es tobeguile you. But one who is truly honest, 
knows that his neighbors will sooner know it by 
trial, than believe merely on his profanely 
Swearing to it. This is the poorest way tocon- — 
firm one’s honesty in the minds of the wise and 
prudent. See then that you show your love to 
God by obeying his commandments. “Swear 
not at all.”’ But speak the truth in the meek- 
ness and simplicity of a heart warmed with - 
love to God and love to man. Do this because 
you love the children of God, and wish to do 
them no harm. Show that you have some re- 
gard for their feelings. It always gives us pain 
to hear a good friend, or his virtues and perfec. 


tions spoken of in a light and irrelevant man- 


ner. It tries our feelings to the utmost to hear 
the name of a good parent treated thus. Spare 
our feelings then dearly beloved, and thus give 
us thesign of your love to us, by obeying the 
commands of our common Father, who is the 
bost of all parents. ‘Good unto all, and his 

tender mercies are over all his works.” 

Once more. Does that man show that he 
loves God, who rejoices at the misfortunes of 
his enemies? How often have we seen some 
religious zealots, who are blindly attached to 
their party, seem to manifest a nvallgnant satis- 
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faction, when it so happens that another braneh 
of Christ’s church has unfortunately, become 
involved in discord and contention; or when 
some one or more of its members have steppe 
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cord, that God hath given to us eternal 
life; some, we know, who profess to be 
christians, deny it. They admit, indeed, 
that God hath offered us eternal life through 


aside from the path of christian propriety, and| his Son; but they will not alow that he 


become subjected to the discipline of the church, 
Wniversalists, if I do nol rightiy misjudge, have 
in this respect some cause to blush: Dear bre- 
thren let usbe cautious in sifting the faults of 
_ others, lest we be liable to the charge of con- 
demning others for the things we suffer among 
ourselves, Let us beware of discovering and ex- 
tricating mere motes from our brethren’s eyes, 
while perhaps a huge beam may be protruding 
from our own, and ubscuring our vision. If we 
leve God, we should show it by loving our bre- 
thren of opposite faith. Even though they 
should manifest on their part a great lack of 
christian charity, yet let us not become. parta- 
kers of their guilt, by retaliating the injuries 
heaped upon us. © “Be not overcome of evil, but 
overcome evil. with good.” The greatest of all 
ehristian virtues is charity. It rejoiceth not in 
iniquity, but delighteth in the truth. It beareth 
all things, believeth all things, hepeth all things, 
-endureth all things. This shali endure when 
the tongue shall slumber in the silence of death, 
when prophecy shall cease, when the wisdom of 
this world shall be forgotten, ‘and all terrestrial 
objects shall have passed away. It gilds every 
thing on which it shines with heavenly lustre, 
lifts the soul to its native dignity, and assimi- 
lates man to the perfections of his Maker. 
Ye then who love God keep his commandments. 
“Love your enemies; bless them that curse you: 
» do good to them that~hate-you,~and~ pray for 


- them that despitefully use you and persecute jus 


you; that you may be the children of your Fa- 
ther in Heaven, who maketh his sun to rise on 


has given it to us, and that it iscommitted 
to his son as our ivhefitance beyond the 
grave. There isa vast difference between 
offering and giving a thing. One of such 
persons—a preacher—undertook in this 
neighborhood, week before iast, to assert 
that Universalists ‘are infidels! So that 
we are infidels because we believe the re- 


cord which God hath given of his Son; 


whilst he isa Christian who believes not 
this record and hath made God a liar! 
There is a strange inconsistency in some 
mon.— Gospel Banner. 

‘ Sa 


A QUESTION. 


In the season of gardening, last spring, 
I appropriated a little spot of ground to 
the use of my little boy, seven years old. 
He formed a bed of it, and sowed therein 
a variety of seeds. Sometime during the 
summer, as we were in the garden togeth- 
er, he brought a butterfly, and coming to 
me with it, addressed me as follows:— 

‘Pa, I have read ia one ot my little 
books how that worms: become butterflies; 
and now you know, Pa, that the worms 


injured my plants a good deal; but as they- 
are all, I suppose, now turned into butter- 


flies, I cannot punish them for it, unless I 
do it to them in their present state; and, 
as you have always told me. I must he 
-a-wish-to know whether it would be 
t to punish the butterflies for what the 
worms did?” 


N. B.—As some of the worms: proba- 


the evil and on the good, and sendeth his rain| bly died in the very act of doing mischief, 
“on the just and cn the unjust. Like him, be ye! it is wished the answer, if any should be 
kind to the unthankful and the evil, that thus| given, would comprehend their case.— 
you may imitate the glorious perfections, which | Note also, that I acknowledge myself to 
_ your holy religion ascribe to the Father of the have been not a little perplexed with the 
spirits of all flesh. above question. Havlng formerly believed 


| in a future state of punishment, I perceiv- 


INFIDELITY. 


What is infidelity? It is unbelief’ What 
is unbelief? . It is to doubt or deny the re- 
cord which God hath given of his Son.— 
And whit is this record? Hear St. John’s 
answer to the latter question—‘He that be. 
lieveth not God. hath made him a liar, be- 
cause he believed not the record that God 
hath given tous eternal life.” 1st Epis. v: 
10,11. Well then, he that does not be- 
—jieve that God hath given to us eternal life 


ed that if I told my boy it would be unjust 
to punish his butterflies, it would go against 
my system; and I could not make up my 
mind to say that the harmless butterflies 
ought to suffer, for what they had done in 
a state of their existence when they _pos- 
sessed a mischievous nature, since that na- 
ture was done away. JESOP. 
PRAYER, 


It has been well said, is an exercise of the 
soul. It is the soul-elevating intellect, con 


in his Son, believeth not God and hath] science, affection, sympathy, yea, all it has, to 


made him a liar. 
it not infidelity? 


mere infidelity, for this takes no positive) 


action on the subject of divine truth,—it 


Is not this unbelief? Is | Gop—not to speculate, not to display richness cf 
Yea, it is worse than| intellectual cultivation, not to charm with 


chasteness of style, and beauty cf expression, 
not to dazzle with splendor of imagery, or to as- 
tonish with majesty of conception;—but to 


merely doubts or withholds assent; where- | breathe out in humble adoration, confession, pe- 
as those comprehended in the censure of| tition and praise, the deep and uwnostentatious 


John, positively deny and 
yecord as a fuleshood. Who do this? We 
shall enter into judgment with none of our 


contradict the | feelings of 2 broken heart. - 


It is an offering up of our desires .to God for 
things agreeable to his will, in the name of 
Christ, with confession of our eins, and thankful 


neighbors. We wish all believed the re-| acknowledgment of hie mercies. 


It is a state of heart, not mode of expression; 
it is depth.and sincerity of feeling, not rhetorte 
or logic as studied, and made conformable to 
artificial rules, in the retirementof the study. 

Easy it is to have a splendid form of prayer, 
for words, and words beautifully expressive, are 
cheap; but it is not so easy to have the spint, 
the soul, the life, the power of prayer. These 
lie in the deep kindlings of holy love within, in 
the groanings of the Spirit which cannot be 
told. Without these, rituals and forms are hy. 
pocritical pretences, the external appendages of _ 
a lifeless faith. 

Great Watchfulness is, therefore, requisite, 
lest in relying upon accredited manuals of pray- 
er, seeking thereby to improve or perfect the 
form, we insensibly lose the power. In such in- 
stances there is a loss, for which no earthly 
consideration can in the least degree atone. 
“Give me the chariot whose diviner wheels 

March their own route, and uneonfined, - 
Bound o’er the everlasting hills, 


1 And lose the clouds below and leave the stars 


behind; eae: 
Give me the faith whose generous force, 
Impatient of the-form, 
Pursues its unrestricted course, 
Bursts all the critic’s cuub’ring chains, 
And bears to heaven the longing soul !’* 


How peculiarly touching, comprehensive and. 
simple are the prayers recorded in the Scrip- 
tures. These should be studied, and being stu- 
died, will become, throngh faith, all sufficient 
auxiliaries to this unutterable solemn and affect- 
ing part of private and public devotion. 


“Great God, behold my reason lies 

Adoring; yet my love would rise 

“. On pinions from above: 

Faith shall direct her humble flight, 

Through all the trackless realme of light, 

To thee, the Eternal Fair,the Infinite Unknown,’ 


TOLLS IN PENNSYLVANIA. 


An immense amount of business is now being 
transacted on our State Improvements. The 
spectacle in the vicinity of the various depots 
is cheering and animating in no ordinary de- 
gree. The West is pourivg her treasures into 
our city, with every new arrival, while trains 
with from ten fo twenty cars attached, are pas- 
sing along our State Road as fast as it it is pos. 
sible to permit them to pass, considering safety 
and propriety. The Columbia Spy states that, 
ov Saturday and Monday, the 2Ist and 22d inat., 
$3502 92 were received at the Collector’s office 
in that borough for tolls, exclusive of the sum 
received for Passenger Lines; and a gentloman 
who came from the Weet one day last week, 
states that he travelled from Lancaster to Phila- 
delphia in company with 200 passengers. Sure- 
ly these are cheering signs and such as cannat 
but touch the pride and quicken the enterprize 
of the people of Pennsylvania. The Valley 
Bridge is represented as perfectly safe and se. 
cure, while the entire arrangements throughout 
the whole line, have never been surpassed, Mar- 
ket street and the other principal] business streets - 
of our city continue to wear an aspect of bustle 
and activity, and the indications all around as_ 
are gratifying, when we consider the lamenta- 
ble condition of Inland Exchange and the an. 
certainty that still exists with regard to the 
currency question... Pennsylvania, at least, 
should act and decide upon this matter with in- 
dependence and a proper regard to her own in- 
terests. She occupies an enviable position, and 
if permitted to pursue the course dictated by ex- 
lightened men who are thoroughly devoted to,. 
and identified with her honor and proeper- 
ty—her career will continue upward and onward, 
despite the machinations of snvy, feeloacy, end 
political prejudices, — Bicknell. 
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CREATION'S VOICF, 


Behold the spring comes forth again, 

Her flowery mantle decks the plain: 

Her murmuring brooks impetuous fiow, 
Through verdant vales, where violets blow; 


Her warbling songsters throng the grove; 
And fill the air with notes of love; . 
While forth upon the scented breeze, 

She senda her heaven born melodies. 


Listen !. It is creation’a voice, 

And earth, and air, and sea rejoice} 
Listen! The softly whispering breeze 
Comes wandering through the leafy trees, 
To meet the sunbeams pure and bright, 
That fall in showers of golden light: 
While ever with a gentle sigh, 

The zephyrs breathe their ecstacy. 


Behold the sea! W<#th rippling swell, 
Her careless waves in music tell 
How bright the sun, how blue sky ! 
How deep the wells of crystel ! 

How calmly falls the evening glow, 
Upon the bosoms ebb and flow; _ 
How safe within that bosom’s cell, 
Her own eternal mysteries dwell. 


Creation’s universal voice 

Bids earth, and air, and sea rejoice: 
And answering loud, and deep, and high, 
Hark ! to the general symphony ! 

No heart is cold, no lips are mute, 

_ Joy strikes the cord of nature’s lute; 
Without one note of grief,or pain, 

Or diseord, in the heavenly strain. 


No heart is cold! Oh, answer thou, 
With stately step, and godlike brow; 
Hast thou not met the dawn of day, 
And turned thy weary eyes away? 

Not watch’d tho' glorious atars of night 
Unmov’d, unconscious of delight? 

If mute thy lips, proud ingrate, pause, 

- And ask thy rebel heart the cause. 


MY MOTHER. 
BY L. M. J. M. MONTAGUE. 
Whose was that eye, whose loving beam, 
First fell upon my infan: face? ; 
Whose light comes back in many a dream 
Of days that time can ne’er efface? 
It was thine own: I know no other 
Could match thy loving eye, my mother! 


Whose was that tender voice, that spoke 
Sweet words of gracious love to me? 
That round my pillow nightly broke 
The silence with soft minstrelsy? 
It was thine own: I know no other 
Could match thy tender voice, my mother! 


Whose was the hand that wiped the tear 
From off my cheek, and round me atill, 
In pain and sorrow, hovered near, 
Some soothing office to fulfil? 
It was thine own, I know no other 
Could match thy gentle hand, my mother! 


But now those loving eyes are closed, 
That tender voice hae lost its tone, 
Those gentle hands have long reposed 
In dust; and I in sadness own, 
That though Ive many friends, no other 
Can be the friond thou wert, my moruer! 


THB GLAD TI 


PROFESSION NOT PRACTICE. 

There is and ever has been altogether 
too much profession in the christian world 
and too little practice. The simple fact 
that a man avows a belief in the Gospel, 
or that he givesa nominal assent to it, is 
not sufficient evidence that he is under its 
influence: He may profess even to enjoy 
religion and yet be as irreligious as the 
benighted heathen, ‘To know whether his 
faith has ai operative influence upon his 
heart and feelings, we must know whether 
the is honest, right in his feelings, has an 
ear open to the distresses of his fellow men, 
and keeps hiniself unspotted from the world. 
Now brethren believers in universal grace, 
it is very important that we keep constant- 
ly in view this distinction—profession is 
not practice: We may say that we have 
the fullest confidence in our doctrine—and 
the important question after all is, da we 
practice 11? do we live it? do we show it 
forth in our daily walk and conversation? 
We are not benefited ourselves, we bring 
reproach upon the cause, and our influence 
is for evil to it continually. 

Bad men connected with any ‘cause will 
always retard its progress, be it ever so 
good; and though with their lips they adyo- 


to result therefrom. On the other hand, 


for it by conforming his life to the require- 


do of the above character. The truth is, 
our doctrine should be faithfully and zea}- 


practical, godliness. “{hen it” would go 
forth like a strong man armed and throw 
down the strongest walls of error and pre- 
judice—-then it would appear in all its 
splendor and loveliness, and then the truth 
would spread and triumph most gloriously. 
Brethren think on these things—live your 
doctrine, enter into its spirit, cherish iis 
devotion——do this and the work of the 
Lord will abundantly prosper in your hands; 
and as a reward yon will receive a heaven 
upon earth.—Starin the East. 


SS GSE 

Our Country.—One cannot fecl the grandeur 
of our republic, unless he surveys it in detail._— 
For example, a senator in Congress, from Lou= 
istana, has just arrived in Washington. Twenty 


on inland waters—but constantly moving, ata 
quick pace too, day and night. I never shall 
forget the rapture of a traveller, who left the 
green parks of New Orleans early in March— 
that land of the orange and the olive, then teem- 
ing with verdure; freshness; and life, and as it 
were, mocking him with the nid-summer of his 
northern home He journeyed leisurely towards 
the region of ice and snow, to watch the bud- 
{ding of the young flowers, and to catch the 


Tombeckbee in a comfortable’steamboat. From 
Tuscalossa. he shot athwart the wilds of Ala- 
| bama, over Indlan grounds, that bloody battle 
have rendered ever memorable. He traversed 


months and more, he enjeyed one perpetual, one 


DINGS AND OHIO UNIVERSALIST 


cate it, no great good can be expected 


he who cannot thus defend it, may do more 


ously advocated by words and by a-life of there unite to praise our God in endless day. 


days of his journey he passedin a steamboat, 


breezes of the spring. He crossed the Lakes. 
Ponchartrain and Borgue; he ascended the big. 


Georgia, the Carolinas, ranged along the base 
of the mountains of Virginia,—and, for three 


unvarying, ever-coming springy-—that most dé- 
licious season of the year,—till, by the middle 
of June, he found himselfin the fogs of the Pas- 
samaquoddy, where tardy summer was even 


then hesitating whether it was time to come.—~ 


And yet he had not been eff the soil of his own 
country !—Knickerbocker. 


MEXICO AND THE UNITED STATES. 
The difficulty. between these two countries is, 
it seems, likely to be amicably adjusted. Ac- 


cording to the National Intelligencer, the recent 


Message from thé President announces the fatt, 


that a direct proposition has been made by the 
Government of Mexico to refer the differences 
between that Republic and the United Statesto ~ 
the arbitration of a third Power, and that the’ 
offer has been acepted 
United States. 


by the President of the 


Diev—In Schuylkill township, Crawford coun: — 


ty, Pa onthe 15th of April, Mrs. Exmina, ¢con- | 
sort of Mr. William Thomas, ‘in the 27th year 
of her age. : 
ished the doctrine of God’simpartial grace. She 
-possessed a strong intelligent mind, and a soul _ 
imbued with love and kindness. But alas, how — 
uncertain are all human prospects! 
only before her death, she was atta¢ked with & 
disease which bid defiance to medical aid. Her 
sickness, though. short, was. most distressing; 
which she bore with the greatest patience and 


She had for some few years cher 


Seven days 


compostre—with a heart fully resigned _to the 


will of the Creator; and asthe tender sympa: 


thies of her companion and frier.ds who sur- 


rounded her, were called forth in pity, she would 


endeavor to console their troubled minds by say= 
ing “mourn not for me, what is your loss is my 


<"k : | unspeakable gain—we shall be separated only © 
ments of divine truth, than multitudes can 


for a little season—l am going but a few days ~ 
before you—we all shall meet in that happy 


world where death shall not separate, nor pains — 


distress, nor sorrows discompose—we shall a 
Sueh was the luuguage which she frequently 
made use of during her sickness. A few hours — 
before her death she requested the writer to 
preach her funeral diseourse. With much com- — 
posure she gave instructions to her family in — 
regard to their secular concerns. A few mo- 
ments before she expired she sung in an audis _ 
ble, though feeble voice, the following stanza. 
‘Jesus canmakeadying bee peer: | 
Feel soft as downy pillows are, 
While on his breastIlean my head, 
And breathe my life out sweetly there? 
She has left a husband and-five small chil 
dren to mourn her early departure. May He | 
who gives peace to the troubled mind, and pro. 
tects the orphan, console the mourning relas _ 
tives. On the following Sabbath, agreeable to 


request, the consolations of the gospel were tens 
dered to the mourning relatives and friends, by 


the writer, — E. Buaus. 
In Middletown, Delaware Co. Ohio, Oct. 2d- 
1837; Capt. Benjamin 8. Knight, aged 50 years. 
Capt. Knight was a native of Vermont, and re- 
moved to Duanesburgh at the age of 18 yearsy _ 
where he lived until 1835, when he removed to 
Ohio. He has left a wife and three children to 
mourn tn consequence of this dispensation of 
providence. May they receive consolation from 


the heart-cheering reflection, that : 
J ehovah is their changeless friend, 
On Him may they rely 3 ae 
The slumbering dead shal hve again, 
“And death itself shalldie.* = | 
‘GLAD TIDINGS’ OFFICE _ 
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